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John Reid House
520 High Street, Chestertown
c.1775

By tradition, the two story brick houses numbered 518 and 520 High
Street were constructed by members of the Reed (or Reid) family. From the
land records it is difficult to pinpoint the exact date of acquisition of Lot 61
by John Reid, but in 1775, Robert Reid (probably his brother) acquired 1/2
of Lot 62 adjoining John’s lot. The bounds of the half lot state “beginning at
the end of an old building now in the possession of Sarah Craig and running
from thence up High Street 66’ to a new brick building in possession of John
Reid..."

In its original form, 520 High Street was a three bay, two story house
built high above a kitchen basement. Like the facade of its contemporary,
Hopkins House (K-66, 536 High Street), the central bay was a door, had two
flanking windows and there were three symmetrically placed windows
above. Unlike the Hopkins House however, the scale was smaller and the
windows had 9/6 sash on the first floor and 6/6 sash on the second. Its plan
consisted of a hall-parlor plan, like the Palmer House (K-65), with a kitchen

basement.

What happened to John Reid has not been documented, but the
properties fell on hard times under the ownership of the heirs of Robert
Reid in the early 19th Century. They were finally sold in 1823 and 1829 to
Thomas Dugan, who was listed as owning two houses on Lot 61, along with
several other properties in the area in the 1841 Tax Assessment. Emiline
Dugan owned a third dwelling on Lot 61 — this is documented in the tax




A=

assessment as well.2

Between 1841 and 1900 there were seven owners, the last being
Enoch Pleasanton. It was probably he who was responsible for installing a
front porch across the facade and a frame leanto kitchen on the back of the
building. The windows were changed and the plan altered to a center stair
plan. The porch remained on the house until about 1980 when it was
removed and replaced by a simple stoop. At the same time the facade was

painted.

; Land Records, Lib. DD 5, fol. 100.
2. 1841 Tax Assessment.
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BINAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON

PALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
520 High St.

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Chestertown — VICINITY OF First
STATE COUNTY
Md. Kent
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—_DISTRICT __PUBLIC L OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM
XBUILDINGIS) X _PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL _PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS EDUCATIONAL X _PRIVATE RESIDENCE
. __SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
— OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES RESTRICTED _ _GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL — TRANSPORTATION
—NO __MILITARY — OTHER
EJ OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Iva Elizabeth Smith Telephone #:778-2462
STREET & NUMBER
520 High St,. Cheustertown,Md. 21620
CITY. TOWN sTATE, zip code
____ VICINITY OF

T LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC

Office of t

he Clerk

Liber #: RA
Folio #

STREET & NUMBER

w +~ vy M . I 1
Aent County CourtHouse

TAREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

CITY. TOWN

Chestertown

STATE

wid .

TITLE

rnone Know

DATE

—FEDERAL __STATE

—COUNTY _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




2 DESCRIPTION KGY

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT — DETERIORATED —UNALTERED 2 ORIGINAL SITE
¥_GOooD —RUINS L ALTERED —MOVED DATE_______
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

hey have
01 space
no ““S,
tar paper

520 High, and its next door neighbor, 528, while t
separate neighboring walls, have only about % inch
between these walls, 5?0 is the longer of the two
and is 3 bays wide. It is a 2% storey house with a
type roof and a chimney within either gable.

o

There are three dormers, with borken Pediments, and all are
double hung 6/6 sashes. There is a plan cornice and bargeboard
on this house, painted white.

The second floor has three shuttered double hung windows, being

2/2. The first floor has two shuttered double hung 2/2 windows
?dern framed

flanking a centralftdoorway. A narrow porch runs the entire

length of the first floor, with steps leading up it at the SE
end. The house sits on a rather high brick foundation and
there may be cellar windows under the porch. The water table
runs to the level of the base of the front door. Brick bond on
the front of the house is Flemish bond.

The NW side has a 4/4 double hung window in the gable peark, a
newly installed casement type windowf on the 2nd floor level,
and a shuttered double hung 2/2 window on the first floor level
near the front corner. Brick bonding is American.

There is a feame addition ongthe rear of the house. The entire
brickwork has beem painted witr a barn type color red several
times, in contrast to 518 which has riow had the paint removed,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Bl SIGNIFICANCE A o

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
2£1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC __THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION .
SPECIFIC DATES by 1775 BUILDER/ARCHITECT ,riknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

520 High, and its presently being restored neighbor 518 High,
are good examples of te 18th century or possibly early 19th
century townhouses. 111 much less ornate than their counter-
parts on Water 5tren+ they no doubi served their owners well
and were large, comfortable homes of the period.

In this block of 500 High St. ocne can see several such homes
and it is most probable there was a bit more land to go with
each one than there is at present.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EBEMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES =

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY acres mo w\,r.rﬁ ess
or\less

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
nning at a point on NE side of Hdigh St., which pt. is distant
nw 335.7' from NE corner Kent and High, thence running along High
: 4 2 ¢ = ) E D set o
l. N 45°00' W 35' to lands of J. H. Simpers
2. N 45°00' E 132.5' to lands of heirs of M.A. Toulson

be .l’_

;) }—'

3¢ S 45'00 E 35' to lands of Jacob Allan
L. S 45700' W 12 5' to_the beginning
being & parall oxrap 35V x 132.5" pervendicular tao High 3+,

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOF! PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BbUNDAHIES

STATE COUNTY .

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Kathleen B. White, Historic Site Surveyor
ORGANIZATION

Md. HistoricalTpust,City of Chestertown Sept. 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

DATE

CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust .
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Accidently, 1 came across 1in

T™W 4/364 2/5/1823 John L. Reid of Philadelphia to Thomas E. Dugan,
for $100 current money, #62 and house
It also says that this was willed from Sarah
8raig on 5 21/1?83 to John L. Reid who is the
eldest son of James and thus entitled to it.

What the relationship is between James, and Robert - to whom klizabe

Tuille sold it-is unknown.

This might also be in error as far as the number
and could be referring to #61, 518 High, which is

tracing goes in 1829, However, I am inclined to
properties, 518 and 520, were owned by Reeds

Dugan may have q;outnt both.

Local people say that brothers in the feed (keid?)
both 518 and 520,

of the plot goe
stopped as far as
believe 2t both

L=
(=

th

(Reids?) and that

family built
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N Ty S pe— JAMES BRICE, Butcher and Dealer in -
ATTORNEYS, JOEN F. COPPER, Professional Schoc

Res, 3 miles N. W, of Chestertown.
D.J. BLACKISTON, Attorney at Law. ; ]
VICEERS & SON, Attorneys at Law, Practice in R. 8. EMORY, Extensive Fruit Grower :

Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne, Caroline and Talbot . ' ' Res, 1 mile South of Chestertown,
Counties, K " C L—[
JAMES A. PEARCE, Attorney at Law, _
a“ i

CHARLES H. BAKER, *
EINES & SMITE, Auorneys at Law,

HARLES H. WICKES, Attorney at Law,
. A. WICKES, o o
R.HYNSON, - “
BANE.

GEO. B. WESTCOTT, President of First Na-
tional Bank, .

W. N, B. WICKES, Cashier * i “"
J. W. BEINES, Teller “ “ “ -
BLACXSMITHS.

CHAPMAN & LAMBERT, (J. W. Chapman, J.
W. Lambert), Proprictors and Manufacturers of the
Celebrated Iron Frame “ Climax” Cultivator, Also
Manufacturers of Wagons, Plows, &c. All kinds

. of Agncultural Implements Repaired. Blacksmith- [
ing of all kinds done to order. Horse-shoeingand
Hoemaking a specialty,

BOOTS AND SHOES.

JAMES A. SHAW, Proprictor of Boot and Shoe-
shop, Manufacturing and Repairing of all kinds
done to order,

LEVI FIDDIS, Sr., Proprietor of Boot and Shoe- =~ AR
shop. Manufacturing and Repairing of all kinds —
done to order.

CLOTHIERS.

8. MERRITT & CO., (5. Merritt, W, J, McFeely),
Fashionable Clothiers, Dealers in Gents’ Fornish-
ing Goods. Particular allention givea to Custom
work,

4

DRUGGISTS.

C.F. STAM & BRO,, (Colin F. Stam, Louis K.
Stam), Apothecaries, Booksellers, Stationers and
Dealers in Paints, Oils, Window Glass, Varnishes,
Dye-Stafis, Garden-Sceds, Trusses, Abdominal Sup-

iriers, Shoulder-Draces, Cigars, Tobacco, ke,
.T. W. WICEKEES, Dealer in Drugs, Chemicals, Me-

%, }W P

dicines, Fancy and Toilet Articles, Perfumery,
Glass, Putty, Paints, Oils, Varnishes, Dye Stuffs, Ale
cohol, Pure Wines and Liquors for Medicinal Pur-
Poal‘s.
DRY GOODS AND GROCERIES.
J.B. BURCHINAL, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groces
ries, Boots, Shoes, Notions, &c. Burchinal Build-
ing, Corner High and Cross Streets,
THOMAS B, HYNSON, Dealer in Dry Goods,

- ' J:,

Notions, Groceries, Boots, Shoes and General Mer- | b
chandise, Ml
N.G. WESTCOTT, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groce- [ BN
ries, Notions, Boots, Shoes and General Merchandise. : | [
J. M. VANDYEKE, Dealer in Groceries, Notions, i '
Country Produce, &ec.

J. M, VANDYIXE & SONS, Dealers in Groceries,
Notions, Confectioneries, &e.

B. FRANELIN SMITH, Dealer in Groceries, Pro-
visions and Queensware, Also FURNITURE Dealer,
High Street, oppasite the “ Vashell House,”

ARTHUR JEDSOM, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groce-

- ries and Notions of all kinds. 5 miles 5. W, of

Chestertown, on the Quakerneck Wharf road, An Tllustrated A +1ae nf

A. MING, Dealer in Groceries and Provisions, Court YernT & Dueen Enneco
© Street. L AL -
EDITORS. foonmties, Narviand,

PLUMMER & USILTON, (James H. Plummer, . .

Wm. B. Usilton), Editors and Proprietors of “ Kent Iake Griffing & Steveneon

County News.” Published at Chestertown. One of : $

the best Advertising Mediums in Eastern Maryland, Philadel phia, 1877.

EOTELS AND RESTAURANTS. bttt ettt

B. V.FARSON, Proprietor of “Vashell House,”
This is an entircly new house built in 1864 express-
ly for a Hotel. Terms moderate,

D. J. BENJAMIN, I'roprietor of * Rockwell House"

. Restaurant and Dining Rooms, Meals at all hours, Wl d ey .
gotten up in superb manner. All kinds of Game ’ \ »
and Oysters in season, # | | =

WM., PERKINS, Propriclor of “ Rising Sun” Sa- . ? e

loon, Oysters served in every .r.'.yle.gane Ice- LEPARED b m o8 ‘:
Cream, Terrapins, Crabs, Beef-steaks, Fried 3¢ am, 1 .
and all the delicacies of the season, Families sup- Q/ /’?f .
plied with Oysters, Ice-Cream and Frozen Cuslards,

and Water Ices by the gallon, and on reasonable
terms, . _ P S

g b - ——
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John Reid House
520 High St.
Chestertown
Chestertown Quad.
Kent County
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